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SUBJECT: DISCUSSIONS WITH SEYCHELLES REPRESENTATIVE TO IMP/IBRD 
MEETINGS 

REF A) STATE 238067 B. VICTORIA 0558 

1. EMBASSY APPRECIATES DESK OFPICERS ASSISTANCE IN SCHEDULING 
STATE/DOD APPOINTMENTS AND SUPPORTING WASHINGTON VISIT OF 
PERMANENT SECRETARY POR PINANCE GUY MOREL. ALSO APPRECIATE USEFUL 
INFORMATION CONTAINED REPTEL A AND EXCELLENT SUGGESTION OP MOREL 
AS PARTIAL CU GRANTEE IN PY 78. PENDING SHOULD NOT PRESENT SERIOUS 
OBSTACLE IN LIGHT OP PY 78 ALLOTMENT OP DOES 15,000 (STATE 240136). 

2. RE PARA 4 REPTEL A, SEYCHELLES INDEPENDANCE CONSTITUTION WAS 
ABROGATED WITHOUT QUALIPICATION IN JUNE 6 SPEECH 

BY PRESIDENT RENE (VICTORIA 308). SUBSEQUENTLY, GOS DECIDED TO 
RETAIN SOME PROVISIONS DURING PRESENT PERIOD BEPORE NEW CONSTITUTION 
IS DRAPTED AND ADOPTED. WHILE MOREL WAS TECHNICALLY CORRECT WHEN 
HE STATED THAT PORTIONS OP OLD CONSTITUTION REMAIN IN PORCE, 

PRESIDENTIAL DECREE ON STATE SECURITY) VICTORIA 350) ENABLES PRESIDENT 

AND SPECIPIED SUBORDINATES TO VIOLATE CONSTITIONAL SAFEGUARDS 
AT ANY TIME IN INTEREST OP STATE SECURITY. 

CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 VICTOR 00600 I2II40Z 

ALTHOUGH, UNTIL NOW, RENE AND OPPICIALS IN SECURITY 

SECTOR HAVE GENERALLY USED NEW POWERS WITH COMMENDABLE RESTRAINT AND 
DISCRETION, DETENTIONS AT TIME OP INDEPENDENCE ANNIVERSARY 
AND CONTINUING STOP AND SEARCH OPERATIONS BY POLICE AND ARMY 
EPPECTIVELY VITIATE KEY ARTICLES. PRACTICAL EPPECT OP RENE'S 
ASSUMPTION OP "ALL 
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POWERS " OF 

GOVERNMENT, PRESIDENTIAL DECREES WHICH CAN NOT BE CHALLENGED 
AND VACANCY IN ESSENTIAL POST OF CHIEF JUSTICE ( LAST OCCUPANT 
OF THAT OFFICE WAS DEPORTED JUNE 5) IS RULE BY EXTRA-CONSTITUTIONAL 
MEANS. 

3. IN RECENT CONVERSATION ATTORNEY GENERAL LOUSTEAU-LALANNE 
OFFERED OPINION THAT "SERIOUS DRAFTING" OF NEW CONSTITUTION 
WILL PROBABLY NOT BEGIN BEFORE SECOND HALF OF 1978 WHEN GOVERNMENT- 
SPONSORED COMMUNITY DISCUSSIONS AND WORK OF CONSTITUTIONAL COUNCIL 
WILL HAVE BEEN COMPLETED. NEITHER COMPOSITION OF COUNCIL NOR 
DETAILS ON ITS MANDATE HAVE YET BEEN ANNOUNCED. 


4. SINCE NUMBER OF BASIC ARTICLES OF PRE JUNE 5 
CONSTITUTION REMAIN IN EFFECT AND WILL NOT BE TAMPERED WITH, 
SUGGEST BACKGROUND NOTES STATE INDEPENDANCE CONSTITUTION WAS 
PARTIALLY ABROGATED. 

MATTSON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CONSTITUTION, MEETINGS, SECURITY CONTROLS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 12-Oct-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977VICTOR00600 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770372-0906 

Format: TEL 
From: VICTORIA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19771067/aaaacfjj.tel 

Line Count: 81 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 471 08c31 -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 238067 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 942798 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DISCUSSIONS WITH SEYCHELLES REPRESENTATIVE TO IMF/IBRD MEETINGS 
TAGS: MILL EFIN, PINR, PGOV, SE, IMF, IBRD, (MOREL, GUY) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/471 08c31 -c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



